
Why not try some of these 

Maths activities at home …

With all these activities it’s important to support your child’s learning 

but, above all, have fun! 

Hope to see you back at nursery again soon. 

In the meantime, Stay Safe.

Matching and sorting objects into sets – collect a range of natural objects 
on a walk, such as leaves and stones, then sort them into sets by a 
certain criteria – colour, shape, size.  Encourage your child to describe 
each object and to explain why it should be part of a specific set.  Think 
about the vocabulary you use – same, different, similar, bigger, smaller, 
wider, narrower etc.  Count the total in each set –counting is easier and 
more accurate if you place the objects in a line and count, one to one, 
from one end to the other.  Which set has the most objects? Which has 
the fewest? As an extension, see if your child can sort the objects again, 
using a different criteria. 

One to one counting– number rhymes and songs are a great way of 
reinforcing the order of numbers. Start with number songs where the 
numbers get bigger as the song develops (e.g. One Little Man in a Flying 
Saucer) before moving onto songs where numbers get smaller (e.g. Five 
Little Teddy Bears Jumping on the Bed).  Use toys as props for counting 
or draw pictures of the characters for each song. Think about the 
vocabulary you use – ‘one more’, ‘one less’, ‘total’.  Make a number line 
so you can help your child find the corresponding numerals at the end of 
each verse. As an extension, count up from 1 to 10, using your fingers to 
demonstrate how the quantity increases as we count upwards, then 
count backwards from 10 to 1, showing how the quantity decreases.

Numeral recognition – make a number line from pieces of card or paper. 
Start with numerals up to 5, building up to 10 or beyond if appropriate.  
Support your child to place the numerals in the correct order. Count up 
and count down.  Hide one numeral – can your child work out which 
number is missing?  Can they work out which number comes after a 
certain number or which number comes before a certain number? Can 
they work out one more than a given number? If you jumble the numbers 
up, can they reorder them?

Practical problems to develop number skills – set little challenges such 
as setting the table for a certain number of people, or sharing out pieces 
of fruit for everyone in the family.  Think about the vocabulary – enough, 
‘too many’, ’too few’, ‘more’, ‘less’.
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